How and Why Religion Developed

I. Definitions of religion

                  Components attributed to religions 

II. Scientific approaches to why religion developed

A. Functional or adaptive approach

B. Evolutionary psychology approach

C. The search for causal explanations

III. Paleontological evidence

A. Anthropologic evidence 

B. Shamanism

C. Neolithic and modern rituals

D. Homo religiosus

IV. Precursors to the development of religion

A. Art

B. Dance

C. Myth

D. Ritual

E. Neuroscientific basis

V. Development of religion as social groups became larger

VI. Functions of religion

VII. How the functions of religion have changed through history from primitive to modern states.

VIII. Neuroscientific studies and religion

A. The brain provides us a working model of the world

B. The myth-making brain

C. The brain and religious rituals

D. The believing brain

E. Neurotransmitters to God

F. How the brain changes God

G. How God changes the brain

IX. Why God won’t go away

Basic functions or goals of the brain

A. A mechanism of self-maintenance

B. A mechanism of self-transcendence.

C. Conclusion

